February 27th, 2005

Leonie, Gavin, Nadine
How are things? You all seem to be getting colder weather at the moment, based on the ‘Earth Live’ weather reports on our TV after the local weather forecast. Cooler here at the moment too. 

A number of things have been happening in HK. Seven shipping containers were stolen from a barge moored in Tuen Mun! How someone could walk off with such as haul is hard to believe! The Chief Secretary (Donald Tsang) has been urging people of childbearing age to have 3 children each to alleviate the problem of an ageing population. This is partly because HK has the lowest fertility rate in the world at 0.9 per woman. The population is also decreasing because the number of people, especially children, coming from China is much lower than expected. But the government has been ‘hoisted by its own petard.’ Several years ago, it got the Chinese government to change the Basic Law to prevent children born in China to HK parents from coming to HK to live. As a radio commentator said on today, trying to get a sudden natural increase in the population may be impractical as the problem is now. Having a big bubble of 10-year olds later may cause more problems that it solves. And, it will be 20 years from now before these people are of any use in solving the problem, if they are of any use at all. 

(Note: Do you know what a ‘petard’ is? I only found out the other day when I was looking up websites on gunpowder. A petard is a kind of iron bucket invented by the French in the Middle Ages and use when attacking castles. It was filled with gunpowder, placed against a wall or gate, and ignited, in order to blow them down. Often however, the petard would explode killing the soldiers using it.)
President Clinton was in HK the other day following his visit to see the tsunami-stricken region of Aceh in Indonesia. He also took the opportunity to promote his book. The government is to legislate against spam, which apparently, is costing the HK economy a lot. It is also drafting tough anti-smoking legislation, which will come into force next year. It is expecting a lot of trouble trying to enforce these laws especially if some sections of the community do not go along with it. Ferries to China were forced to turn back the other day because of thick fog, which lasted most of the day. I guess they set off, thinking it would lift. One ferry ended up wallowing in the ocean for 6 hours before returning to HK.

Got an e-mail from Uncle Keith the other day to say that Edward was passing through HK on his way to Beijing to study Mandarin for six months. He was just in transit at the airport however. 

The HK marathon was held this morning. There were 31 000 runners. I had a very good run yesterday. At 2 hours flat, it was 10 minutes faster than last year. Last year was the first time I had done that particular route but I know yesterday’s run was fast because all the sections of the run were faster than those same sections in other runs (I keep a record of my times for all my runs and the sections in those rune). A temperature 16 OC helped. The run felt so good that about halfway through, I almost decide to change the route and do a much longer one, but decided against it. 
I have mentioned before about getting a new computer. Well, now I am doing something about it. Decided to order a Dell system online before the promotion period ran out on Friday. By doing it online, it is possible to change the specifications to meet your own requirements. But a couple of days later when I was going to order it, the company had changed the specifications and were only offering a 19” monitor and the not the 17” monitor that had been offered earlier and which I wanted. The 19” one is too big – almost the size of the TV! I checked Dell’s website again yesterday to see what new promotions were being offered and discovered the same system but with the choice of monitors back in. So I immediately ordered it in case they change it again. It is strange with some of the systems offered, as the one I will get is $1000 cheaper than starting with another ‘base’ system and building it up to exactly the same specifications I want.  
There is a lot of Rugby this weekend. Yesterday, Wales beat France and Scotland beat Italy. Wales seem to be much better this year than they for a long time and there is talk of them getting the ‘grand slam’, i.e. will all their matches. The Super 12s began yesterday. The Australian Brumbies (last year’s champions) defeated the Crusaders in a game that was a repeat of last year’s final. 

Cheers
PS: Did you get the letter I sent last week? I sent it using ‘Gmail’ but as Gavin couldn’t open the attachment, I sent it again using Netescape mail. 
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